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Friday 26th November 2021 – Issue 10

Headteacher’s Award Winners 
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]This week once again we held our Headteacher’s Friday Tea Party. The Headteacher’s award winners were invited along to share their experiences and the reasons for their nomination for this prestigious award.  They were chosen by the staff at RGS over all other students in their year group to be recognised as students of excellence.  They were nominated for many reasons, but these included being a good friend, support of others during the cross-country event, kindness, overcoming adversity, taking on additional work, contribution to the school community, amazing effort to improve grades, inner drive to achieve well, acting with determination and grace when under pressure and taking on additional responsibilities.   A truly inspirational group of young people who really do embody our way of being here at Ramsey Grammar School.  We are so proud to have these students as a part of our school community.  Well done to them all. 
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· Year 7 – Katherine Black
· Year 8 – Megan Lord
· Year 9 – Sophie Wood
· Year 10 – Ffinlo Corkill
· Year 11 – Wilma Dalugudan
· Year 12 – Eleanor Prince
· Year 13 – James Dawson


[bookmark: _Hlk88477259]Coop Community Funding
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Description automatically generated]We were delighted to have the representatives of the Coop into the school last week to pass over yet another amazing Coop Community Fund cheque.   This cheque was for an astronomical £19, 018.74.  This funding has been awarded to the school to support the development of our audio-visual equipment within the school.  Watch this space to see the improvements that we will be making!  While the Coop representatives were with us we took them on a tour of the new and improved SS&S area of the school and spoke with them about the Leia and Accelerated Programs we have launched within the school which is where the last donation was grateful spent.  We are so very lucky to have such wonderful community support from the Coop and are forever grateful.

Year 9 Health Fair
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Description automatically generated]Last week we hosted another very successful, Year 9 Health Fair, held annually. This involved a range of 8 different health-related sessions which the students took part in. The sessions included: Time to relax, Stop it (smoking), Consent, Active Travel, anti-social behaviour, class A drugs, GUM and Gambling. 

Feedback from the visitors delivering the health fair said that the Year 9 students participated brilliantly during the morning and were very well behaved with one specific comment ‘the students were an absolute credit to the school’.  Students gave great feedback about the morning that they found it useful, enjoyed it and learned new things. Here were a few of the specific comments ‘the visitors spoke to us, so we understood’, ‘I found all the topics very interesting’ and ‘I know understand a lot more about the topic. 

Department Update – Maths
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Description automatically generated]This half term has been a busy one for the Maths team.  We received the results for the Mathematical Olympiad for Girls, which this year had a record number of students from Ramsey Grammar.  Congratulations to Arabella Ayen, Mia Dunwell, Nerys Otto, Ezra Daniel, Abbie Mellor and Millie Smith.  This Olympiad is taken up by 10% of all A-level mathematicians in the UK so well done girls. 

The results from the Maths Symposium are in and the team of Joe McDonough, Oscar Bovenizer, Ben Gelling and Ivo Morrey came second out of 20 teams.  The prize went to Saint Ninians High School, but the boys were a very close second. 

Our Year 11 students are busily preparing for the Mock exams which are taking place this half term.  Numbers at after School Maths club has increased with a large number of Year 11’s turning up for extra support.  Remember Year 10’s you can also avail of the after-school club if you require extra support.

Our Key Stage 3 students have been covering a lot of algebra and shape space and measure this half term and our Year 7’s have been busily getting ready for our end of term assessment as we move into sets after Christmas.  In the final week of this half term, we have lots of themed activities planned for our groups so plenty of opportunity for some creative work to be shown.

Each month we are celebrating two students from each year group that have worked particularly hard and contributed well in maths that month. October winners were;

· Year 7: - Jess Musgrave and Jimmy Glover
· Year 8:-  Aoibh Nash and  Abbie Pattison
· Year 9: - Cameron Bazley and Sophie Wood 
· Year 10: - Ryan Jones and Harriet Skelding
· Year 11: - Dixie Yardley-Scott and Lottie Stennett
· Year 12: - Will Taylor
· Year 13: - Reese Dalugdugan  

Department Update – Social Science
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Description automatically generated with low confidence]Much of the focus across the Social Sciences in recent weeks has been upon preparation for examinations.  Year 13 Global Perspectives completed their public exam in October and Year 11 students are busy preparing for their mock exams in early December.  Furthermore, Year 13 students are working towards their mock exams in the New Year.  As a result, this can a very stressful time for students therefore staff are investing a great deal of effort in ensuring everyone is as well prepared as possible.  As part of their preparations, Yr13 Economists Jack Coates and Eoin Gordon have created a Diagrams Wall in the 6th Form area. 

AHowever, a really positive event in recent weeks was the Year 10 COP26 Mock Summit, with our Global Perspectives students representing various countries around the world.  It was fascinating, and somewhat enjoyable, to see Malawi getting particularly angry at both Saudi Arabia and Australia for their lack of action.  I am sure you have read the write-up of this event provided by Mrs Davies in last week’s newsletter.

Department Update – Drama
‘Drama is life with the dull bits cut out.’ - Alfred Hitchcock. Year 10 Drama students have recently been looking at Devising drama. Devising is a group collaboration in response to a stimulus, leading to the creation of a piece of performance. A stimulus is anything that excites the imagination and sows the seeds for a piece of drama. It could be a poem, a song, an object, a picture, a newspaper or web article.
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Having devised some pieces based on stimulus provided by the Drama department, on Friday Year 10 brought in their own pieces of stimulus to base an original piece of theatre on. Items included a bank card, a pack of playing cards, a gas mask, and an old key. Working collaboratively in satellite groups, the students brainstormed initial ideas about plot, character, themes and – as Bertolt Brecht is their influential practitioner – a message for the audience to take away from the performance.

As well as developing their drama skill set and meeting the assessment objectives of the GCSE Drama specification (Unit 1), the Devising Unit will also help develop students’ employability skills. These include Communication and inter-personal skills (collaborate, noticing, empathy and listening); Working under pressure to deadlines (perseverance, planning and managing distractions); Being self-motivated (absorption, perseverance, imagining, managing distractions); Team working (collaboration, empathy and listening, interdependence) and Negotiating skills (empathy and listening, questioning, reasoning).  The students are still working on the assignment, but I will keep you updated with regard to the outcomes and final performance pieces…

Year 13 Academic Review Day 
A reminder that we will be holding the Year 13 Academic Review Day on 2nd December. With mock exams set for the second week in January, this is a crucial time for students to review their current progress and present their academic plan for the coming months. Families of Year 13/14 students are invited to attend a short meeting with their tutor in which they can listen to feedback from the student’s teachers and see if they are on track for their short and long-term goals.   The deadline for appointments was 25th November, so please double-check that you have confirmed a time with their tutor. Please contact us if you have any queries.

LSU Artwork
The students in the LSU have been working really hard in their Art lessons. One group have been studying Pop Art and creating their own artwork in the style of Roy Lictenstein and Andy Warhol. Another group have been celebrating 50 years of the Mr Men. Can you see some of your favourites?
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Student Librarians – thank you to the students below who give their time each lunchtime to help in the school library. We are very grateful for their valued support.
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	Jacob Crowe
	Theo Milward

	Eleanor Corrie
	Daisy Divers

	Beck Parker
	Jake Faragher

	Cameron Pressford
	Chloe Meadows

	Abigail Campbell
	Bella Kerruish

	Izzy Callow
	Georgia Kerr

	Emily Gale-Hasleham
	Piper Withington

	Phoebe Margrave
	Phoebe Davison

	Ciara Fromm
	Adam Brooks



Library Quiet Space Club – Due to student requests via our student council representatives, we will be relocating the games club that currently takes place in the library at lunchtime and maintaining the library to a quiet space to work and read during this time from now on.
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Key Dates:
· Week Commencing 29th November – Year 11 Mock Exams (until Friday 10th December)
· Thursday 2nd December – Year 13 Review Day
· Friday 3rd December – Non-uniform
· Thursday 9th December – Live Screening – The Nutcracker (Royal Ballet)
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NOVEMBER- NEW BOOKS IN THE LIBRARY

The son of a white American mother and a Black Kenyan
father, Obama was born in Hawaii, where he lived until
he was six years old, when he moved with his mother
and stepfather to Indonesia. At twelve, he returned to
Hawaii to live with his grandparents. Obama brings
readers along while facing the challenges of high school
and college, living in New York, becoming a community
organiser in Chicago, and travelling to Kenya. Through
these experiences, he forms an enduring commitment
to leadership and justice. Via the lens of his
relationships with his family - the motherand
grandparents who raised him, the father he knows more
as a myth than as a man, and the extended family in
Kenya he meets for the first time - Obama examines the
complicated truth of his father's life and legacy and
comes to embrace his own divided heritage.

available now for loan!

GIETS
READING

iy

An utterly indispensable volume
for all bibliophiles, Macfarlane’s
meticulously curated anthology
features essays from Candice
Carty-Williams, Philip Pullman,
William Boyd and others on the
wonder of the written word and
the unique power of giving and
receiving books and stories as
gifts.

= TRIALS or

APILLO

The battle for Camp Jupiter is
over. New Rome is safe. Tarquin
and his army of the undead have
been defeated. Somehow Apollo
has made it out alive, with a little
bit of help from the Hunters of
Artemis.

But though the battle may have
been won, the war is far from
over.

Now Apollo and Meg must get
ready for the final - and, let's face
it, probably fatal - adventure.

A powerful story about
courage and friendship,
the wild, mesmerising
conclusion to the magical
Frostheart trilogy sees a
terrifying Devourer
unleashed from its
centuries -long
imprisonment and Ash
faced with his biggest and
most important challenge
yet.
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                           NOVEMBER- NEW BOOKS IN THE LIBRARY available now for loan!    The son of a white American mother and a Black Kenyan  father, Obama was born in Hawaii, where he lived until  he was six years old, when he moved with his mother  and stepfather to Indonesia. At twelve, he returned to  Hawaii to live with his grandparents. Obama brings  readers along while facing the challenges of high school  and college, living in New York, becoming a community  organiser in Chicago, and travelling to Kenya. Through  these experiences, he forms an enduring commitment  to leadership and justice. Via the lens of his  relationships with his family  - the mother and  grandparents who raised him, the father he knows more  as a myth than as a man, and the extended family in  Kenya he meets for the first time  - Obama examines the  complicated truth of his father's life and legacy and  comes to embrace his own divided heritage.    An utterly indispensable volume  for all bibliophiles, Macfarlane’s  meticulously curated anthology  features essays from Candice  Carty - Williams, Philip Pullman,  William Boyd and others on the  wonder of the written word and  the unique power of giving and  receiving books and stories as  gifts.    The battle for Camp Jupiter is  over. New Rome is safe. Tarquin  and his army of the undead have  been defeated. Somehow Apollo  has made it out alive, with a little  bit of help from the Hunters of  Artemis. But though the battle may have  been won, the war is far from  over. Now Apollo and Meg must get  ready for the final  - and, let's face  it, probably fatal  - adventure.    A powerful story about  courage and friendship,  the wild, mesmerising  conclusion to the magical  Frostheart trilogy sees a  terrifying Devourer  unleashed from its  centuries - long  imprisonment and Ash  faced with his biggest and  most important challenge  yet.
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JUNO DAWSON

When three very different siblings, Fern, Rowan
and Willow, go home for a Christmas reunion at

their family home in Edinburgh, it's notlong
before someery big secretshreaten their cosy
holiday ...

The McAllister house on Arboretum Road has

seen 120 Christmases since its completion. This

year, Fernis bringing her gorgeous boyfriend

home and she wants everything to be perfect. But

her twin brother Rowavould rather go on the

pull than pull crackers with the family. And their
youngersister Willosvterrified of Christmas Day.

With four sleeps till Christmas,

Three secretive siblings,

Two hot houseguests,

And one juicy secret ...

This Christmas, there will be some big surprises
under the tree

How would you r
What would you

Whe de you want fo be?

Would you rather be an
aviator like Amelia Earhart
ora pop superstar like
Beyoncé? If you were like
Jane Goodall and devoted
your entire life to helping
one type of animal, what
would you pick? Do you
believe in luck?

Ari has spentall of high school hiding who
he reallyis, staying silentand invisible. He
expected his senioryearto be the same. But
something in him cracked open when he fell
in love with Dante, and he can't go back.
Suddenly he finds himself reaching out to
new friends, standing up to bullies and
making his voice heard. And, always, there is
Dante- dreamy, witty Dantewho can get

on Ari's nerves and fill him with desire all at
once

The boys are determined to forge a path for
themselves in a world that doesn't
understand them. But when Ari is faced with
a shocking loss, he'll have to fight like never
before to create a life thatis truthfully,
joyfully his own.




image17.svg
                         When three very different siblings, Fern, Rowan  and Willow, go home for a Christmas reunion at  their family home in Edinburgh, it's not long  before some very big secrets threaten their cosy  holiday ... The McAllister house on Arboretum Road has  seen 120 Christmases since its completion. This  year, Fern is bringing her gorgeous boyfriend  home and she wants everything to be perfect. But  her twin brother Rowan would rather go on the  pull than pull crackers with the family. And their  younger sister Willow is terrified of Christmas Day. With four sleeps till Christmas, Three secretive siblings, Two hot houseguests, And one juicy secret ... This Christmas, there will be some big surprises  under the tree .    Ari has spent all of high school hiding who  he really is, staying silent and invisible. He  expected his senior year to be the same. But  something in him cracked open when he fell  in love with Dante, and he can't go back.  Suddenly he finds himself reaching out to  new friends, standing up to bullies and  making his voice heard. And, always, there is  Dante  - dreamy, witty Dante  - who can get  on Ari's nerves and fill him with desire all at  once . The boys are determined to forge a path for  themselves in a world that doesn't  understand them. But when Ari is faced with  a shocking loss, he'll have to fight like never  before to create a life that is truthfully,  joyfully his own.    Would you rather be an  aviator like Amelia Earhart  or a pop superstar like  Beyoncé? If you were like  Jane Goodall and devoted  your entire life to helping  one type of animal, what  would you pick? Do you  believe in luck?
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Talented, hardiorking
Eliza is running for editor
in-chief role at the school
newspaperbutloses to
highly popular,
inexperienced Len in this
irresistible and shrewd
enemiego-overs story,
peppered with powerful
messages aboutracism,
sexism and feminism.

As autumn arrives, Moss,
Sorrel, Burnet and Dormer
decide to return home to Ash
Row to unravel a riddle that
might explain why their kind
are fading from the Wild World.
When you're only orleand

high, it's a journey filled with
both danger and delight:
golden leaves, shiny conkers
and the brightest of berries,
but also storms and the first
frost of winter. They have
friendship, good sense and
humour on theirside, but will it
be enough to secure a future
for the Hidden Folk?

TomuraShigarakinas finally
awakened, and as he begins to
unleash his savage powers, the
heroes realize it's going to take
everyone and everything they
have to stop him. Several
heroes have been lost already,
and even as the number one
hero,Endeavortakes on

Tomurg MidoriyaandBakugo
must put themselves on the
line. Meanwhile, the massive
villain Gigantomachia rampages
towardlakuCity, and itseems
nothing can stop hilbut the
students of U.A. are determined
to succeed ordie trying...
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                         Talented, hard - working  Eliza is running for editor - in-chief role at the school  newspaper but loses to  highly popular,  inexperienced Len in this  irresistible and shrewd  enemies - to- lovers story,  peppered with powerful  messages about racism,  sexism and feminism.    As autumn arrives, Moss,  Sorrel, Burnet and Dormer  decide to return home to Ash  Row to unravel a riddle that  might explain why their kind  are fading from the Wild World.  When you're only one - hand  high, it's a journey filled with  both danger and delight:  golden leaves, shiny conkers  and the brightest of berries,  but also storms and the first  frost of winter. They have  friendship, good sense and  humour on their side, but will it  be enough to secure a future  for the Hidden Folk?    Tomura Shigaraki has finally  awakened, and as he begins to  unleash his savage powers, the  heroes realize it's going to take  everyone and everything they  have to stop him. Several  heroes have been lost already,  and even as the number one  hero,  Endeavor , takes on  Tomura ,  Midoriya and  Bakugo must put themselves on the  line. Meanwhile, the massive  villain Gigantomachia rampages  toward  Jaku City, and it seems  nothing can stop him - but the  students of U.A. are determined  to succeed or die trying...


